
FULL COUNCIL  

13TH APRIL 2021 

REPORT OF CABINET MEMBER FOR CLIMATE CHANGE, PLANNING & HOUSING 

1. COUNCIL UPDATE REGARDING CLIMATE CHANGE, PLANNING & HOUSING 
PORTFOLIO 

1.1 Purpose of Report 

To advise Members that a decision making session was held on 1st March 2021 
covering CPH Climate Change, Planning & Housing. 

1.2 Background 

1.2.1 This report highlights some of those decisions which have been made, but not all. 
Members wishing to view all decisions made can find these at: 
http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=654&Year=0  

1.3.      Decision Session – 1st March 2021 

1.3.1.  I endorsed the 2020/21 Revenue and Capital financial monitoring forecast as at 31st  
December 2020 and also noted the Portfolio’s progress against the latest 3 year 
savings targets in the Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) as at 31 December 
2020. 

1.3.2.  I also approved a budget virement of £103,500 from the Climate Change, Planning 
and Housing Portfolio to the Stronger and Safer Communities Portfolio. 

1.4 Good News and Issues of Interest 

1.4.1 Draft Local Plan Update 

1.4.2 Members will be aware that on the 19th March the submission of the local plan took a 
further step forward with our publishing on the Council’s website of all the 
representations we received to the plan and officers summaries of those 
representations, both individually and by policy area.  We are now working with our 
neighbouring authorities to finalise a number of Statements of Common Ground to 
further support our Duty to Co-operate requirement, prior to submission in April. 
Officers will inform members when the Plan is submitted for public examination.  

1.4.3 Backland Development SPD 

1.4.4 Members will be aware that we have recently completed a period of consultation on 
this important planning guidance. Officers are now reviewing the consultation 
responses with a view to moving the SPD towards adoption in the summer. 

1.4.5 Neighbourhood Planning 

1.4.6 Both Meriden and Balsall Parish Neighbourhood Plans have now been published on 
our website and will be considered at Neighbourhood referendums this May. As 
members will appreciate, the Balsall Plan has been delayed being presented for 
referendum as a result of the COVID pandemic, whilst the Meriden Plan has recently 
been approved by an Inspector.  Both plans are available on our website - 
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Planning-and-building-control/neighbourhoodplanning  

 

http://eservices.solihull.gov.uk/mgInternet/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=654&Year=0
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Planning-and-building-control/neighbourhoodplanning


1.4.7 In addition I can confirm I will also be considering a proposal for the Bickenhill 
Neighbourhood Area designation at my meeting on the 15th April. If approved this will 
allow the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan for the village area. I will provide an 
update on this decision at a future meeting. 

 
1.4.8 Local Land Charges Transfer 

1.4.9 Members may be aware that Government has been pursuing a project over recent 
years that will see the Local Land Charge function transfer from Local Authorities to 
Her Majesty’s Land Registry (HMLR). The aim is to standardise prices of local land 
charge searches and accelerate their delivery.  Solihull has been identified by HMLR 
as an authority they wish to work with and officers are continuing to work proactively 
with HMLR to support this project.  

1.4.10 As customers of this service, our residents will not see any changes, especially in the 
short term as the transfer is likely to take 6-12 months to complete. Therefore, in the 
interim the data that supports searches will still be generated by the Council and 
more detailed searches will also continue to be processed by our land charges 
officers. 

1.4.11 The Low Carbon Energy Framework and Net Zero Action Plan (NZAP) 

1.4.12 We have continued to make good progress on the Low Carbon Energy Framework 
and NZAP. Since my last update, we have finalised the Green Paper to initiate 
discussion on the Net Zero Agenda. In February, Cabinet agreed to allow 
consultation on the Green Paper. It is due to close on the 9th of April and has 
included virtual events, surveys and the development of a microsite to act as a hub 
for net zero activity in Solihull (www.netzerosolihull.co.uk). The output of this 
consultation will be instrumental in creating the NZAP. An additional round of 
consultation will be undertaken before we present the NZAP for a decision. 

1.4.13 In addition, we are currently commissioning a Renewable Energy Feasibility Study 
which will identify the potential for renewable energy across Solihull. We are also 
corralling our approach to offsetting, as we want to prioritise “insetting” or offsetting 
within the Borough to ensure that benefits are felt by the communities and 
businesses within Solihull. 

1.4.14 Solihull Town Centre Low Carbon Energy Network 

1.4.15 I am pleased to report that the energy centre planning application was submitted on 
the 9th March and is available to view on the planning portal, reference 
PL/2021/00682/MINFOT.   

1.4.16 I am also pleased to say that we had 5 bidders for the initial selection questionnaire 
element of the Design, Build, Operate, Maintain (DBOM) contract and the project 
team have selected the 3 bidders to take through to the competitive dialogue stage, 
commencing in April.   

1.4.17 EDMG Scrutiny Board Members reviewed the proposals for the Energy Services 
Company (ESCo) - the Special Purpose Vehicle we are establishing and Members 
were pleased with progress and the recommendations made.    

 
1.4.18 £1.3m has been secured from the Department for Business, Energy & Industrial 

Strategy to upgrade plant rooms and improve the efficiency of the secondary heating 
systems at The Core and Tudor Grange Leisure Centre ready for connection to the 
first phase of Solihull Town Centre Low Carbon Heat Network. 

1.4.7. Electric Vehicles  

http://www.netzerosolihull.co.uk/


 
1.4.19 Since my last update, installation of 15 electric vehicle charge points is nearing 

completion. As well as this, nine charge points, installed under the electric car club 
project in the north of the borough, have been re-commissioned and three new 
publically accessible charge points at the Council House have been installed.  

1.4.20 In total there will be 54 new charging points across Solihull.  

1.4.8.   Wildlife Ways 
  
1.4.21 One strand of the Wildlife Ways project is a Small Habitats Grant Programme aimed 

at improving biodiversity across the Greater Birmingham and Solihull Local 
Enterprise Partnership area (GBSLEP).    

1.4.22 The Grants Programme has recently increased funding from £2.2m to £3.54m and 
given an extension of the programme from March 2022 to April 2023. This is really 
good news for our local area and will allow us to receive further applications that 
support the improvement of the natural habitat – both land and water.  

1.4.23 Two of the latest exciting projects to gain approval are Blythe Revival and Grand 
Union Canal: 

 
Blythe Revival - Warwickshire Wildlife Trust: Covering 2 sites in Cheswick 
Green and Malvern & Brueton Park, the project will improve a 1.25km stretch 
of the river for wildlife through desilting and restoration. The benefits will 
include enhanced biodiversity to 2.5 hectares of land along and adjacent to 
the river, re-naturalised watercourses and improvements in the condition of 
the river. 
 
Grand Union Canal – Canals and River Trust: Delivered along the canal, 
mostly within Solihull MBC but also Birmingham, the project will deliver 10ha 
of improvements through dredging the canal, removal of invasive plant 
species, improvement of habitat along the water / land margin and 
conservation management of the terrestrial habitat (trees & hedges).   

 
1.4.9. Climate Change Commission  
 
1.4.24 In March, the Climate Change Commission had its first full meeting. The Commission 

is made up of experts in various sectors: 

 

 Design for Sustainability 

 Digital & Energy  

 Technology and Mobility  

 Food, Agriculture & Biodiversity  

 Circular Economy  

 Innovation & Investment Nature, Health & Arts  

 Economic 
Succes                                                                                                           

 Young People’s Voice & Education  
 

1.4.25 The Commission is supported by Sustainability West Midlands. 

1.4.26 In the Commission’s role as “critical friend” to the Council actions they chose to focus 
the meeting on the Net Zero Green Paper. The Commission therefore received a 
presentation from the Council on the Green Paper and are producing a feedback 
report.  



1.4.27 In April, I will be joining other Members of the Climate Change, Planning and Housing 
Committee at a meeting with the Commission Chair to hear an update on their 
progress and future plans. 

1.5 Greener Homes  

1.5.1 The Government has recently announced a retrofit programme to improve the energy 
efficiency ratings of properties with an EPC (Energy Performance Certificate) of D or 
worse.  Measures include insulation, cladding and solar panels. 

1.5.2 The Council has been notionally allocated up to £875,000, which needs to be spent 
by December 2021. To maximise delivery due to the tight timescales, we will focus 
on SCH properties, but will look for options for a wider implementation programme 
and maximising the job opportunities that could be associated with this. 

 
1.6 Future Decisions 

 
1.6.1 At my decision making session on 15th April 2021, I will be considering the following: 

 

 Application for the designation of a Neighbourhood Area by Bickenhill and 
Marston Green Parish Council.   


